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North: 79th Street   South: 95th Avenue

West: South Chicago Avenue  East: Lake Michigan

Project Overview: Defining South Chicago



South Chicago – Calumet Region

South Chicago



Interns: 
Kiona Baker-Mitchell
Rebecca Smith
Ian Wan

Participatory Action Research

Healthy Southeast Chicago
Research was designed and conducted collaboratively, in �English and Spanish. 
Research Team:
▪ Environment, Culture, and Conservation (ECCo), a division of science at
The Field Museum
▪ Northwestern University’s Science of Networks in Communities 
(SONIC) Research Lab
▪ Centro Comunitario Juan Diego 
▪ Healthy Southeast Chicago 
▪ City of Chicago Department of Environment

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATORS:
Dr. Jennifer Hirsch, Environment, Culture, and Conservation (ECCo), The Field Museum
Dr. Noshir Contractor, Science Networks in Communities (SONIC) Research Lab, Northwestern University
Commissioner Suzanne Malec-McKenna, City of Chicago Department of Environment 
Dr. Alaka Wali, Environment, Culture, and Conservation (ECCo), The Field Museum 

PROJECT TEAM: 
Zeina Atrash, Science Networks in Communities (SONIC) Research Lab, Northwestern University
Yoni Dolev, Science Networks in Communities (SONIC) Research Lab, Northwestern University
Ecward Labenski, Researcher
TaNaisha Lee, City of Chicago Department of Environment
Rosa Perea, Centro Comunitario Juan Diego
Dr. Sarah Van Deusen Phillips, Researcher
Dinah Ramirez, Healthy Southeast Chicago
Sarah Sommers, Environment, Culture, and Conservation (ECCo), The Field Museum
Madeleine Tudor, Environment, Culture, and Conservation (ECCo), The Field Museum
Mengxiao Zhu, Science Networks in Communities (SONIC) Research Lab, Northwestern University
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The FieldMuseumFindings: Community Overview

Community 
heritage is a 
source of pride in 
South Chicago.
The community 

derives its identity 

from an interwoven 

history of heavy 

industrialization 

and ecological 

richness, 

accompanied by 

immigration, 

activism, and 

subsequent 

deindustrialization.



Findings: Climate Change Awareness & Interest

In South 
Chicago and 
the Southeast 
Side overall, 
where 
environmental 
issues have long 
been integral to 
community life, 
there is 
significant 
awareness and 
interest in 
concepts of 
“climate 
change.”



Despite an interest in “going green,” there is a general suspicion about 
green initiatives and climate change mitigation efforts, grounded primarily 
in fears of gentrification and displacement and skepticism of of large-scale 
initiatives.

Green Development: Opportunity or Barrier?
Findings: Climate Change Awareness & Interest



North Kenwood-Oakland/ 
Bronzeville

South Chicago

Findings: Climate Change Awareness and Interest
Community Comparison

General awareness of and interest 
in climate change

Climate change is a personal and 
community issue

Strong history of linking 
environmental and community 
issues

Overall, general awareness, 
less interest

Climate change is a distant issue for 
many groups/residents

Viewed negatively by some as a 
governmental/mayoral initiative

But some real activists around 
this issue



Findings: Environmentally Friendly Practices

South 
Chicago 
residents 
are already 
engaged in 
a number of 
conservation 
practices, 
such as 
recycling, 
reusing 
materials in 
art projects, 
and growing 
food in the 
backyard.



Community 
Heritage

Healthy 
Food

Environmental 
Restoration & 
Open Space

Community Engagement

CREATIVE ENTRY WAYS INTO CLIMATE ACTION

Affordable
Housing

Living 
Local

Youth 
Development

Standard 
community
concerns also 
identified in 
South Chicago:

Employment

Economic
development

Cost savings

Health

Transportation

Findings: Community Concerns: 
Springboards for Climate Action



Community Concerns: Affordable Housing



Community Concerns : Healthy Food



Community Concerns : Environmental Restoration & 
Open Space



Community Concerns : Youth Development



Community Concerns : Community Heritage



Community Concerns: Springboards for Climate Action
In Comparative Perspective



Community Concerns: Springboards for Climate Action
In Comparative Perspective



South Chicago:
Community 
Heritage

NKO/Bronzeville: 
African-American 
Heritage

City-wide (to date):
Cultural Heritage

Community Concerns: Springboards for Climate Action
Comparative Example: Heritage



Findings: Community Organizations as Change Agents

Community 
organizations are 
implementing 
CCAP strategies, 
by serving as 
distribution sites for 
resources and 
linking climate action 
to community 
concerns through 
creative 
programming.



Findings: Communication and Dissemination

Building trust and 
communicating by 
word-of-mouth are 
particularly important 
strategies for 
communication and 
dissemination.

Trust is built 
through
• shared cultural

heritage
• language
• connecting

mitigation   
efforts to
community  
concerns.



Overall Recommendations – City-wide:
Build the capacity of communities to take ownership of the 
CCAP and lead local climate action campaigns

I. Work through trusted organizations and 
existing networks

II. Tailor climate action campaigns to local 
concerns

III. Build on existing practices, programs, 
values

IV. Make climate change feel local and 
personal

V. Communicate through existing networks 
and popular mediums 



Recommendations – South Chicago

Build on South Chicago’s strengths including the creative programs 
already in progress, extensive organizational collaboration, and existing 
mitigation/adaptation practices.

• Promote recycling initiatives
• Grow community gardens into central hubs for climate action and community 

engagement

• Facilitate the creation of a green jobs network
• Expand work around energy efficiency in existing buildings and raise its visibility 

• Support Web development as a communications strategy



Overall Recommendations – South Chicago (cont.)

Work with the following organizations as a starting point for establishing a community-
based Climate Change Action Coalition in South Chicago (listed here in alphabetical 
order):
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